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AMENDMENTS TO THE CLAIMS 
PlGase cancel claims 1-101 (without prejudice or disclaimer) and add claims 102-130. as 
indicated below. A complete listing of claims pending in the application following entry of this 
Amendment are presented as follows: 

1-101. (Cancelled) 

102. (New) An article offootwear having an upp^ and a sole structuie. the 

an exterior layer fbmiing ai least a portion of an exterior of the upper» die exterior layer 
including.a plurality of incisions that extend through the exterior layer, and 

an interior layer located adjacent at least a portion of an imicr sur&ce of doe exterior 
layer, the interior layer being exposed through at least a portion of die incisions, 
the interior layer forming at least a portion of an hiterior surface of the upper 
throu^out a longitudinal length of the footwear, and the interior layer forming 
both die interior suifiice and an extmor surface of die upper in a heel region of 
the upper, 

wherein a first portion of die incisions are oriented to provide stretch in a direction that extends 
between a medial side aiKi a lateral side of the upp^, and a second portion of the incisions are 
positioned adjacent the medial side and in a forefoot region of the upper. 

103. (New) The article of footwear recited in claim 102, wherein the first portion of the 
incisions are oriented perpendicular to the second portion of the incisions. 

104. (New) The article of footwear recited in claim 102, whoiein the first pordon of the 
incisions are oriented longitudinally with respect to the footwear, and the second portion of the 
incisions are oriented laterally with respect to the footwear. 

105. (New) The article of footwear recited in claim 102, wherein at least a portion of the 
incisions form a plurality of lines on the upper, and die incisions in adjacent lines are of&et from 
each other. 
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106. (New) The aitide of footwear recited in claim 102, wherein the sole structure includes a 
plurality of sipes that extiaid upward into the sole structure. 

107. (New) The ardcleoffootwear recited in claim 106, wherein tibe sipes inck^^ 

a first sipe diat extends longitudinally tbrCNigh at least a portion of tiie sole structure; and 
a second sipe tiiiat extends laterally. 

108. ^ew) The ardcle of footwear recited in claim 106, wherein the sipes include: 

a first sipe that extends longitudinally through an entire lengdi of the sole structure; 

a second sipe that extends longitadinally through only a portion of &e length of fhe sole 

stmcture; and 
at least one third s^]e tibat extends laterally* 

109. (New) The article of footwear recited in claim 108, wherein a width of the third sipe is 
greater than a width of the first sipe and the second sipe. 

110. (New) The article of footwear recited in claim 106, wherein the sipes define a plurality of 
sole elements that extend downward from a connecting portion. 

111. (New) The article of footwear recited in claim 1 10> wherein a diickness of the connecting 
portion varies longitudinally. 

1 12. (New) The article of footwear recited in claim 1 10, wherein the connecting portion has a 
first tiaickness in a forefoot region of the footwear, the connecting portion has a second thickness 
in a midfoot region of die footwear, and the connecting portion has a diird thickness in a heel 
region of the footwear, the first arul third ttiicknesses being less dian the second thickness. 

113. (New) The article of footwear recited in claim 1 10, wheran the sole structure has a first 
overall thickness in a forefoot region of the footwear, and the sole structure has a second overall 
thickness in a heel region of the footwear, tiie first ovctII tiiidkness beiiig less than the second 
overall thickness. 
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114. (New) The azticle of fi>otwear recited in claim 106, v^keiein at least a pordon of the sole 
structure is finxned tbiou^ a molding process that includes a mold with blades for fbxming the 
sipes. 

lis. (New) The article of fbotinrear recited in claim 114. wherein the molding process is 
selected from a group consisting of injecti<Hi molding, pouring, and co^^)!ression molding* 

116. (New) An article of footwear oon^urisingi 

an vpp&c formed fiom at least one material layer that ux^hides a phiraliQr of linear 
incisions, tiie upp^ having lesser str^ in a first direction that corresponds with 
an orientation of the mcisions, and die upper having greater stretch in a second 
direction that is ordiogonal to the first direction, die at least one material layer 
includii^ an exterior layer and an interior layer, the extmor layer including die 
incisions, die interior layer forming at least a portion of an interior surface of the 
upper throughout a longitudinal lengdi of the footwear, and the. interior layer 
forming both the interior surfiice and an exterior surface of the upper in a heel 
region of the upper; and 

a sole structure at least partially formed from a polymer foam material, the sole structure 
including a plurality of sipes diat extend into the polymer foam material and form 
flexion lines in the sole structure, the sipes defining a plurality of discrete sole 
elemoits that are separated by the sipes. 

1 17. (New) Hie article of footwear recited in claim 1 16, wherein at least a portion of a heel 
region of the i^er is formed fix>m only the interior layer. 

118. (New) Ihe article of footwear recited in claim 1 16 wherein a first gfoap of the incisions 
extend in a longitudinal direction that corresponds with a direction between a forefoot region and 
a heel region of die footwear, and a second group of the incisions extend in a lateral direction 
diat GorrespcMids widi a direction between a medial side and a lateral side of the footwear. 
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119. (New) The article of footwear recited in claim 118, wherein Ae second group of the 
incisions are positioned in the forefoot region and adjacent a medial side of the upper. 

120. (New) The article of footwear recited in claim 116, wherein ibe sipes include: 

a first sipe oriented in a longitudinal direction witii respect to the footwear, the first 
extending dirougb at least a portion of length of the sole structure; and 

a plurality of second sipes that extend laterally from the medial side to the lateral side of 
the sole structure. 

121. (New) The article of footwear recited in claim 116, wherein die sipes include: 

a first sipe oriented in a longitudinal direction with respect to the footwear, the first sipe 
extending duough an entire length of the sole structure, the first sipe being spaced 
inward fiom a lateral side of the sole structure in at least a fbrefoot region of die 
footwear, and the fiist sipe being q^oxtmaiely centered between &e lateral side 
and a medial side of the sole structure in a heel region of the footwear; 

a second sipe that extends in the longitudinal direction, die second sipe ^vtjm^iitjg through 
oidy a portion of the lengdi of the sole structure; and 

a plurality of third sipes diat extend laterally firom the medial side to die lateral side of the 
sole structure. 



122. (New) An article of footwear having an upper and a sole structure, the upper comprising! 
an exterior layer forming at least a portion of an exterior of the upper, die exterior layer 
including a plurality of incisions that extend through the extoior layo:, the 
incisions being formed through a laser-etching process; and 
an interior layer located adjacent at least a portion of an inner surface of die extwor 
layer, the int^or layer being unsecured to die exterior layer in areas that are 
proximal to the incisions* and the interior layer being exposed througb at least a 
portion of the incisions, the interior layer fomung at least a portion of an interior 
surface of the upper throughout a longitudinal length of the footwear, and the 
interior layer forming bodi the interior sur&ce and an exterior surfiEice of the upper 
in a heel region of die upper. 
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123. (New) The article of footwear recited in claim 122, wherein a first p<^OD Of the incisions 
are cmented to provide stretch in a direction ^t extends between a medial side and a lateral side 
of the iqyper. and a second portion of the incisions are positioned adjacent the medial side and in 
a forefoot region of the Uf^er. 

124. (New) The article of footwear recited in claim 122, wherein the first portion of the 
incisions are oriented perpendicular to the second portion of the incisions. 

125. (New) The article of footwear recited in claim 122> herein the first portion of the 
incisions are oriented longitudinally vinth respect to die footwear, and the second portion of Ae 
incisions are oriented laterally with respect to the footwear. 

126. (New) The article of footwear redted in claim 122, wherein at least a portion of Ae 
incisions form a plurality of lines on the upper^ and the incisions in adjacent lines are ofi&et fix)m 
eadiofh^. 

127. (New) An article of footwear having an upper and a sole stractuie, the sole structure 
comprising: 

a connecting portion positioned adjacent the upper; 

a plurality of discr^ sole elements extending downward from the coimecting potticm, 
th^ sole elements being sqiarated by a plurality of sipes that extend upward into 
the sole structure; and 

an insole having a plurality of flexion lines that conespond with positicms of at least a 
portion of the stpeSi the flexion lines being defined in a lower surbce of die 
insole, 

wherein the sipes and the flexion lines include: 

a first sipe and a first flexion line that extends longitudinally through substantially an 

entire length of the sole structure; 
a second sipe and a second flexion line &at extends longitudinally through only a portion 

of the length of the sole structure; and 
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a plurality of third sipes and thiid ftexion lines that «tmd laterally fiom a medial side to 
a lat^al side of the sole stnictiite. 

128. (New) The article of footwear recited in claim 127, ^i^ierein a width, of at least one of the 
fhird sipes is greater than a widHi of the first sipe and &e second sipe. 

129. (New) The article ofibotwear recited in claim 127»wheiem the fle^^ 
a lower surfice of die insole. 

130. (New) The article offootwear recited in claim 127, wheiein a thickness of tiiecoim^ 
portion varies longitudinally. 
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